P E T
- Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Appio\(ed for Release 2013/05/28 : CIA-RDP80-00810A002800560005-8

3

El N
o ¥ .

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

INFORMATION REPORT

1

-

b

50X1-HUM

‘This Document contains information affecting the Na-
tional Defense of the United States, within the mean-
ing of Title 18, Sections 793 and 794, of the U.8. Code, as
amended. Its t ission or re of its 1t

to or receipt by an unauthorized person is prohibited
by law. The reproduction of this form is prohibited.

R

R T

SHERET 50X1-HUM
SECURITY INFORMATION
COUNTRY USSR REPORT
SUBJECT 1. Living Conditions vn a Koikhosz DATE DISTR. 3 December 1953 _
2. Miscellaneous kconomic Information =
NO. OF PAGES 1
50X1-HUM|
DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT NO. RD
PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES
THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE.
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE)

SECREL/SECURITY INFORMATION

50X1-HUM

[sTATE | o [arMy | o [navy

[ x [or [ xfrer ]

e [ ] | |

(Note: Washington Distribution iIndicatad By “X"; Fiald Nictrihution By *#/°

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/28 : CIA-RDP80-00810A002800560005-8




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/05/28 : CIA-RDP80-00810A002800560005-8

”

L

L

SECRET

SECRET : N
oL T s B0X1-HUM

Conditions of Life
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the village of PESTY, near SELO KHOROSHI, in the BOGORODSKIY ragon L
of the XIROVSKAYA oblast. v

N
50X1-HUM

(a) [Ehe area concerned

The BOGORQODSKIY RAJON, where the two .illages are situated, is
e south of Z on the KIROV -~ MOLOTOV railway line). It
is a large erea of small villages with no t /08, and the population
is engeged entirely in faz'ming and organised into "amalgamateg"
collective farms,

50X1-HUM

‘the people in the whole
area were very poor indeed and the conditions prevailing there
_nowadays were appalling.

50X1-HUM

Cl::.mat:.c OOndltlonS in this area are not ideal and not as good.
" other parts of Elropean Russia
the main reason for the present chaotic state of affairs.

50X1-HUM

e€lderly peasants in the village the description of life
in s area before the revolution, when the peasants were not

SECRET /organisede....
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. orgenised by petty government officials c at. L )

the 50X1-HUM
collective farm system and the anti-peasant policy of the Soviet
Government for most of the prosent-day ills in the villages.

(b) KOLKHOZ PESTY
| ' 50X1-HUM

\ | This village, about
. 5 km away from SELO.KHOROSHI » consisted of about 25 Russian-type
log huts (KHATY) whioh housed the local KOLKHOZ workers. These
were normal KHATY consisting of one room with a Russian stove :
(PECH) on which everyone slept. .Thesé wooden buildings were in
a very baid state of renair ’

50X1-HUM

The conditions at this KOLKHOZ were similar to those at PESTY,
with the same shortages of food and clothing, S

E KORYAKT was ro-named KOLKHOZ STALINETS, | \ H50X1-HUM
this emalgemation 8id not improve matters and in meny ways the bAZANNR A\
" system became even less efficient. For example, when the order
was given to amalgamate- several of the KOLKHOZY into one large one,
many of the ocutbuildings and barns were simply taken apart for

Wi hen the ocollective farms were omalgamated, the KOLKHOZ

/firevwoodess.e..
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firewood and the péasanté divided the timber up amongst themselves.
The result was that the new enlarged XOLKHOZ was short of buildings -
for machinery, livestook and stores.’

-50X1-HUM

On certain occasions the KOLKHOZ 4id make some iséuas such as

200 gremmes of oatmeal per nead to those willing to helv to gathe 50X1-HUM
in the harvest. Otherwise the only item of supply -

\ | was an ocoasicnal
load of rye strow which had a very limited use. In fact the 50X1-HUM
peasants existed entirely on what they could themselves produce on -

. theéir small private allotments. -

(e) Clothi g

The people were very poorly dressed, mainly in rags or in
anything else they could obtain, Ceértain articles of clothing
~oould bu bought on occasions at SELO KHOROSHI, but with the lack of
ready cesh, few could avail themselves of this shopping fecility.
- Any I’OJ.JGIOZNI_K possessing a cheap cotton suit was considered well-
to-do,
A
For footwear R home-made bast shoes were st:.ll mostly used,
and no mocern footwear had been introduced\ .

(£) Food

The KOLKHOZNIKI lived, or rather existed, on what they person-—
ally could produce on their private allotments. " As they received
practically nothing from the local KOLKHOZ, these allotments were

- their only means of obtaining food and ready ocash by selling some of
the produce. The usual crops grown on these allotments were rye

or some other cereal, potatoes and verious vege*ables.
o

-ehickens, which helped the ration but were difficult to feed in
wintertime. Money for taxes had also to be found somehow,

_ With -all thesc difficulties. |

making bread and bread always conteined a large proportion of
other ingredients.  These ingredients differed and depended on
what was available, but the most usual ones were the following: -

i) the red-coloured widerbark of silver birch trees, dried
, and made into a powder; .

iig dried potato peclings mode into a powder;

. iii) ‘wild orach (LLBT..DA) seeds dried and crushed into powder.

/Theseeeasscns
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These weremixed with ryc flour and rend wes made from the
mixture, ‘In very bad times cven sawdust from young lime trees,
dried, was 0lso used as an admixbure, - o

Several plants found in the ficlds and woods were also .
gathercd for food and cooked o caten row, Some of these were; -

young lime trec leaves’

sorrel (SHCHAVEIL') :

wood sorrel flowers. (Zai.CHLY SHCHAVIL')

DUDKY or GIGLI. - thick-stemmed plonts found in the
locel forests, o

Beaides' the above plants, verious wdiblu fungi and berries
werc gathered, Soms of the mushrooms were dricd for winter use.

Bread could be bought at a-shop in the B0 KHO OSHI twice
per wéek, but very fow of the peasents had the mency to bur it.

The most difficult 'period for food is at the end of winter and

CIA-RDP80-0081 0A002§905

oL

the Béginning ‘of spring, when many people |

s8till die from hunger. “In the spring many of the peassnts go out
iro the KOLKHOZ ficlds and dig up frosen potatouvs which the KOLKHOZ
authorities had not had time o 1lift beforc the winter set in.

When dug up, these potatoss arc white and slimy like o paste, and
aze eaten rew by theass hungry puople. .

: _ any of tho peasants would not mind
being sent to corrective oamps (T82AVIL INO-L WDOVIE LAGLRYA),

. where ot least a fixed ration of 600 grommes of bread pur doy is
availablg, : - .
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